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Short bio: 
Isola Clara Macchia is a first year PhD Researcher in international trade law at the European 
University Institute in Fiesole, Italy. She holds a Degree in Law from the University of Bologna 
(2018) and an MSc in European and International Public Policy from The London School of 
Economics and Political Science (2020). 
 
Abstract: 
In recent years, the European Union has had very prolific bilateral trade activities with a number of 
different partners. This approach has progressively deepened, encompassing issues such as labour 
and environmental standards. The seminar aims to explain the history behind this approach, 
starting from 1999 with the trade doctrine under European Commissioner Pascal Lamy, through 
the WTO standstill until these days. 
 


